Challenge
M ‘! ﬂ i'y tr’eX earmestly contend for the faith

be ready always to give an answer
I Peter 3:15

Jude 3

Jehovah’s Witnesses Challenged March 2008

New World Translation

The Jehovah’s Witness’ translation of the Bible first appeared at
a convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses at Yankee Stadium, New York, on
August 2, 1950. Initially it was a work in progress containing the New
Testament only. In 1961 they published a single volume of both the Old
and New Testament. Jehovah’s Witnesses believe this is the most reliable
translation in the world.

Their FOREWORD to the SECOND REVISION 1970 states:

“The translators who have a fear and love of the divine Author
of the Holy Scriptures feel especially a responsibility toward Him to
transmit his thoughts and declarations as accurately as possible.”

The FOREWORD is signed, New World Bible Translation Com-
mittee.

Interestingly, not a single name is given. If you’d like a list of
translators for the purpose of checking their qualifications and credentials,
you‘ll find that the Society is unwilling to release this information. They
claim that the Committee desires that all the glory for this translation go
to Jehovah God therefore the translators wish to remain anonymous.
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At first it may sound quite noble and humble. However, since this
work is a translation of original languages that people will trust for their
“everlasting salvation”, you would most certainly want to know if these
men are true scholars. Refusing to give names, shields the translators from
any blame for errors or distortions in their translations.

Actually, careful investigation has revealed the names of the trans-
lators of the New World Translation. There were six members on the
committee. Five of the six had no formal training in the original Biblical
languages. Fred Franz, former Governing Body member and Watchtower
president from 1977-1992, claimed to have some education.

In the 1954 Douglas Walsh Trial in Scotland, he gave this testimony
under oath:

Q. Have you also made yourself familiar with Hebrew?
A. Yes....

Q. So that you have a substantial linguistic apparatus at your com-
mand?

A. Yes, for use in my biblical work.

Frederick William Franz, Cross Continued:

Q. I think that it was your duty, was it not, before the issue of
that New World Translation by your Society to check that translation
for accuracy?

A. That is true.

Q. In light of your studies and in light of your knowledge?
A. That is true.

Q. And did you do so?

A. 1did so....

Frederick William Franz, Cross Continued.:

Q. When did you go to the University?....

Q. Did you graduate?

A. No, I did not....

Q. Had you done any Hebrew in the course of your University
work?

A. No, ...

Frederick William Franz, Cross Continued:

Q. You, yourself, read and speak Hebrew, do you?
A. 1do not speak Hebrew.

Q. You do not?

A. No.

Q. Can you, yourself, translate that into Hebrew?
A. Which?

Q. That fourth verse of the Second Chapter of Genesis?
A. You mean here?

Q. Yes?

A. No, [ won’t attempt to do that.

— Douglas Walsh Trial, Pursuer’s Proof, 1954, pp. 7-9, 88, 91-
92, 102-103

How can you claim to translate the Bible, which millions will trust
for salvation, if you are unable to translate a random passage that any
2nd year Hebrew student would do with ease.

Unbelievably, the translation committee had no problem altering
hundreds of passages of scriptures to support their particular beliefs.
The Deity of Christ is especially undermined in the NWT along with
the addition of the word Jehovah some 237 times even though it is not
found in any Greek manuscript!

Here are just a couple of comments from biblical scholars concern-
ing the New World Translation:

Dr. William Barclay, a leading Greek scholar, said “it is abun-
dantly clear that a sect which can translate the New Testament like that
is intellectually dishonest.”

Robert H. Countess, a reputable Greek scholar says, “The NWT is,
in some ways like milk, but milk with an admixture of ARSENIC.”

Pray that God will open the minds and hearts of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses who trust the deception of the Watch Tower Society.

Continued Next Page...




Fishhers

Balboa Park, La Jolla Cove

The month of February we were able to have 2 Fishers of Men
outreaches. One in Balboa Park (we’ve been there before), and the other
was a new location in La Jolla called the “Cove”.

Our purpose has always been to share the Gospel and the truth of the
Word of God which is able to save lost souls. We attempt to visit various
areas and events in San Diego where people gather and speak to them
concerning the cross of Christ.

February 2nd we made another trip to Balboa Park. 5 Christian
men came. One young man, Kenny, had never done this before. I was so
proud of his willingness to be faithful. Doug (the evangelist), is the one
who invited him.

This time I went a little earlier and set up a table with our tracts
right near the fountain and the Museum of Man. This is a major walkway
to the exhibits in the park. Within minutes a man came up to me and we
began to talk. He said he was a Christian. I questioned him further and
discovered, yes he truly knew the Lord. He had an amazing outward glow
of a man trusting in Christ as Saviour and Lord. We had a wonderful 15
minutes sharing and bonding in Christ.

What made this time of joy in the Lord such a unique experience
in my life, is that this man had NO ARMS. Not even stubs. By divine
providence, he had obtained a permit to perform for the people right next
to our table. Later, I watched him play his guitar with only his feet. Many
watched him and appreciated his talent by giving him a donation. How
great is our God!

Balboa Park. John and the amazing Ricky towards the left, and the
famous Balboa foundain on the upper right.

The second outreach was 3 weeks later at La Jolla Cove. This is
perhaps one of the most picturesque locations in the world. The area is
likewise one of the most expensive and richest communities in California.
Fortunately for us, it was the berthing season for the La Jolla seals. Many
were there to see this.

7 individuals came to spend a good part of the day. We had one
person, Kathy, come for the first time. This area was difficult to get
people to take the tracts, however, with a little persistence all of us were
able to give out numerous tracts and have many conversations with the
locals and tourists.

One lady told Doug that the reason she was going to heaven was
because God healed her and she saw a vision. When pressed a little further,

she said the second reason is that she spoke in tongues. How tragic that
the cross of Christ is not central to some that name the name of Jesus.

We will continue to make these outreaches an intregal part of this
ministry and encourage anyone living nearby to participate.

La Jolla Cove. Our tract table with Dianna and Kathy on the right, and
interestingly the Hare Krishnas’ table on the left.

La Jolla Cove. We had a picnic in the same area as our table
after tracting. Marty on the lower right is the ex-JW I'm
decipling. This is his first outreach ever!

Comming Earth Day 60,000

Our Greatest Planned Outreach Ever!!!

Sunday, April 20, here at Balboa Park in San Diego will be held
what is considered the largest Earth Day event in the world. It has
been held here for many years with over 60,000 in attendance.

This year we’re planning to participate (Lord willing), with a
Challenge Ministries booth and Gospel tracts. We’ll also roam the Park
sidewalks with people interested in tracting and talking to people.

We need your help. We need Christians for the booth and side-
walks and we need your financial support. The booth is $300 plus
we’ll need to purchase 1,000’s of tracts.

Please pray how you can take part. Thank you

Moving? Please send your change of address to Challenge Ministries, Box 20195, El Cajon, Calif.




Mormonism Challenged

LDS Prophet Dead!

ust as we submitted last months’ newsletter to the printer, Gordon Hinckley,
Prophet of the LDS Church died. He was 97, oldest of all the Mormon Prophets.
He was the 15th President of the LDS Church and held that title since March 1995.
Thomas Monson is the new President of the Church.

Hinkley will probably be known most amoung the LDS as the “Temple
Building Prophet”. 124 temples are now in use world wide with 9 more planned or
under construction. LDS Temples are not open Sundays and are used primarily for
sacred ordinances in behalf of the dead. A small percentage of their usefullness is
for marriages for the living that supposedly link couples for eternity anticipating
godhood.

Mike Wallace of “60 Minutes” had an unprecedented interview with Prophet
Gordon Hinkley 11 years ago. In this interview many embarrasing questions were
asked President Hinkley. Perhaps the most embarrasing was the change in policy
concerning the blacks and the LDS priesthood.

The interview went like this:

Mike Wallace: From 1830 to 1978, blacks could not become priests in the
Mormon Church. Right?

Gordon B. Hinckley: That’s correct.
Wallace: Why?

Hinckley: Because the leaders of the church at that time interpreted that
doctrine that way.

Wallace: Church policy had it that blacks... uh... had the mark of Cain.
Brigham Young said, “Cain slew his brother, and the Lord put a mark upon him,
which is the flat nose and black skin.”

Hinckley: It’s behind us. Look, that’s behind us. Don’t worry about those
little flicks of history.
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1996 interview with President Gordon Hinckley and Mike Wallace on the “60
Minutes” web site, currently available.

2 years after the 60 minutes interview, Hinkley was interviewed by Larry
King. Hinkley told King that the Lord speaks through him and permits the prophet
to make changes:

KING: You are the prophet, right?
HINCKLEY: Right.

KING: Does that mean that, according to the church canon, the Lord speaks
through you?

HINCKLEY: I think he makes his will manifest, yes.
KING: So if you change things, that’s done by an edict given to you.

HINCKLEY: Yes, sir.

Perhaps the most unbelieveable statement made by Gordon Hinkley is his
comment concerning the distinctive LDS doctrine that God the Father was once a
man. Hinckley was the lead article for 7Time magazaine, August 1997:

Q: Just another related question that comes up is the statements in the King
Follett discourse by the Prophet.

Hinckley: Yeah

Q: ... about that, God the Father was once a man as we were. This is
something that Christian writers are always addressing. Is this the teaching of the
church today, that God the Father was once a man like we are?

Hinckley: I don’t know that we teach it. I don’t know that we emphasize
it. I haven’t heard it discussed for a long time in public discourse. I don’t know. I
don’t know all the circumstances under which that statement was made. I under-
stand the philosophical background behind it. But I don’t know a lot about it and
I don’t know that others know a lot about it.

Hinkley obviously chose to conceal this doctrine rather than answer truth-
fully. This radical docrine of the character of God has been openly taught by
Mormon leaders since the time of Joseph Smith.

From a popular LDS doctrinal book compiled by an LDS Prophet, Joseph
Smith is quoted as teaching:

“God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted Man, and sits
enthroned in yonder heavens. That is the great secret....” (Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, 342-345)

Pray that God will open the eyes of many LDS that they may reject their
false prophets and cleave to the Bible alone for truth.
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Time magazine, August 1997
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Peter Retires

Most of you know that Peter Barnes has been a missionary with
Challenge Ministries for nearly 5 years. As Peter’s health declined in
late 2006, he required hospice care in a care facility. His once active
full time schedule declined as well, to just a couple hours a week. He
has now decided to retire.

Although Peter will no longer be associated with Challenge
Ministries, our promise to Peter to carry on the work to the Jehovah’s
Witnesses will continue.

Most of you know that for well over 2 years I (Jerry) have done
the newsletter completely. Our counter cult activities and evangelism
are well documented in past and present newsletters.

After several months of work the Jehovah’s Witness portion
of our web site is now up and running. We have both Peter’s books
available to be read online for free. We also offer his latest book for
free on the web site as well as free tracts on the witnesses. We offer
free speaking engagements to southern California Churches on the
subject of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Creation vs. Evolution.
We also offer our services for evangelism as well.

[ am currently decipling an ex-Jehovah’s Witnesses and we
are planning several outreaches to the witnesses within the next few
months. We ask your continued prayers and financial support.

As always, please make your checks to Challenge Ministries.
Donations are tax deductible. May God bless your efforts to Glorify
our Great God, Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ.

NEWSLETTER

Challenge Ministries is a non-profit Chris-
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